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WOTES ON IIAEBITS OF TWO BLOODSUCKING BUGS, TRIATOMA
DISPAR LENT, 1050, AND ERATVRUS CUSFIDATUS STAL, 1850
(HEMIFTERA : REDUVIIDAR)

Prowo Ganiwed and G B Paleouine, Gargas Wemerial Toboratorg,
Paaae, B de I

Tristomsa dispar Tent

In July, 1950, while carrying out studies on arboreal, day-flving,
forest mosqnitocz on ihe slopes of Cerro Campana in Panama, we
noted the presence of a two-toed sloth, Chelecpus hoffmani, on a
crotch some 65 ft. above the forest floor and about 20 ft. above a
platform where we had stationed a mosquito collector. This sloth was
reporled present on the same eroteh during the following month until
it was finally capiured and bled for yellow fever immunological
studies. Aboul a week after the sloth was removed from the eroteh,
seven fifth-instar triatomine nymphs were eaptured by the mosquito col-
leetor while attempting to leed on him. On the following davs addi-
tional nymphs were taken and the eollector noted that the insects
were erawling down from the eroteh formerly oeonupied by the sloth.
Close examination of the croteh revealed the presence of five adult
triatomines and many nymphs of all stages, some of which were partly
engored.

Subsequently, in November, 1950, at Bijao, on the slopes of Chiriqui
veleano, Tepublie of Panams, three additional nymphs of the same
specics were taken from a eroteh of a tree where a Lwo-toed sloth
was resting about 45 It above the forest floor, In June, 1958 a single
adult female was eaptured while attempting to feed during the day
o1 i mosquito eolleetor on a 60 fool platform in the Cerro Awnl area,
about 20 miles east of Panama City.

Dr. Herman Lent of the Institute Oswalde Craz, Braxzil, determined
one female and twoe nymphs from our material as Tristoma dispar
Lent 1930, 1t is, aecerding to Dr, Lent, the species erroncously re-
ported by Champion (1389 and Usinger (1944% as Treiafoma venosa
Stal.

Bvidently Trietome dispor iz highly avboreal in habitz. The faet
that it was found twiee associated with Cheloepus hoffmeani may in-
dieate a predileclion for this edentate, although its colleetion at
human bait suggests that it may have a wider host range among
arhoreal mammals.

Eratyrus cuspidatuz Sl

This bloodsucking bup iz apparenily seldem taken, and litile is
known ol its habits. Neiva and Lent (1941} gave the distribution as
Colombia, Venezuela and Panama, and Usinger (1944% recorded it
only from Panama.  Specimens have been forund  infected  with
trypanosomes in Venenela and in Panama (Dunn 19347

Specimens in the eolleetion at Corgas Memorial Liahoralory, aside
from 3 nymphs and 1 adult, the progeny of Thinn’s specimen, are all
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adulls laken attracted to light, as follows: 2 3, Barro Colorads Td.,
0. Z.,25 27 July 1960 1 &, Madden Dam, . 7 20 A, 1860 1 2,
Almirante, Bocas del Tora Prov, 8 '“_-:-:.[:I:. 1931 1 &, Esguintla,
Guatemala, 20 Apr. 1545, This last 35 smaller and paler than the
Panama specimens,

On 30 June 1962 pwo lagi-instar nymphs of what were snspected
ta be Evatyras, were talen in the ereviees of o pieee of old termite
nest and under & small beard Iyine on the concrele floor of the instrn-
ment platform of an abandoned artillery-range tower, This tower
fome of two on a ridee back of the Car ibhean coast in the Fort Sher-
man reservation, Canal Zonel, iy an enclosed eonerete strueture about
S0 feet hizh, surmounted by an observation-instrnment platform,
roofed over but open on all sides. A small eolony of bals, species not
determined, had been ostablished Tor some wears in a spave jusl be-
neath the platform near the hole throneh the eenter of the floor which
save aceess to the instrument emplacement. No bird's nesls or evi-
denee of the presence of other animals were noted, and the construciion
of the tower is sneh thet the only animals likely to make use of its
top, and only, room, are bals or birds. The top of the Lower rises
slightly above the surrounding essentially virgin foresl, which was
lett for coneealment when the tow '?IE- were built,

i Inr:ugil the kind cooperation of Mr. B, 8, Holderman, IT. M. C,
11 % N of the Navy unit attached 1o this laboratory, who Led the
nymphs suceessfully on miee, one of the two nymphs transformed
to an adult Erat?ﬂ w5 cuspadatus about 10 Aue. 1962, Both specinens
are being held alive with the hepe that they may be used to establish
a eolony., Neilher speeimen was Inlected with trypanosomes.
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